
                                            
 

Ideas for Small Group -  “Kid Connections” 
 

1. Name Ball – Kids sit in a circle.  Leader says his/her name then the name of another 
person to whom they throw the ball.  This continues until everyone gets the ball once 
and it is returned to the leader.  The object is to repeat the same pattern as a race.  
Each round, the group tries to beat their best time.   
 
2. Bible Verse Ball – This game is played just like the one above, except instead of 
names, we are reviewing the Bible verse from the previous week(s).  Repeat the verse 
from the week before, have the kids repeat it several times, and play the game.   
  
3. Charades – Give the kids a category.  Kids volunteer to act out something from that 
category for the other kids to guess.  Whoever guesses it, gets to be the next to act.  
Stick to simple concepts such as animals and objects with K-2nd.  With 3rd – 5th, you 
might want to try other categories such as books, movies, or songs. 
 
4. Hangman – Have kids guess letters to a phrase or sentence before their man gets 
hung on the gallows.  This would also be a good way to review the main idea or Bible 
verse from a previous weeks’ lesson.    
 
5. Pictionary – This is played just like charades except kids are guessing objects that 
are being drawn rather than acted out.    
 
6. How’s Yours? – One kid volunteers to momentarily leave the group.  The group 
decides on a person, place, or thing that they all have.  When the kid returns, they ask 
each person in the group, “How’s Yours?”.  Each person in the group gives a one word 
description of that person place or thing (ex: “fluffy”) the asker must guess what it is.     
 
7. Shuffle Your Buns –  For this game, you need one chair less then there are people 
in the group.  One person stands in the middle of the circle of chairs and tries to sit down 
as everyone continuously shifts one chair to the right.  If the sitter succeeds, the kid who 
failed to move into that chair becomes “it” and stands in the middle.    
 
8. I Went on a Picnic – Shepherds starts, “I went on a picnic and I brought…” .  They 
say something that starts with an “A”.  Continue around the circle until the group has 
gone through the entire alphabet.   
 
9. Whisper Down the Lane – Shepherd whispers a sentence into a kid’s ear.  He/she 
whispers it into the next person’s ear and so on around the circle.  At the end the last 
person says it out loud and everyone laughs at how it has changed!  =) 
 
10.  Scribble Down the Lane – Played like whisper down the lane, except instead of 
whispering a sentence, kids look straight ahead and the leader draws a simple 
picture/object with his/her finger on a kid’s back.  A kid draws what he/she felt on the 
back of the next person.  The last person draws it for all to see.       
 
11. Sheet Surprise Game – This game needs two shepherds.  Kids are divided into two 
groups.  A sheet is raised between the two groups.  One person stands facing the sheet 



on either side.  On the count of three, the sheet is dropped.  The first kid to say the other 
one’s name first scores a point for their team.  The loser goes over to the winner’s side.  
At the end, whichever side has the most kids wins.        
 
12.   Seven Up – A few volunteers are chosen.  Kids all put their heads down and 
thumbs up.  Each volunteer puts down a thumb.  If kids guess which volunteer put their 
thumb down, they get to switch with them.       
 
13.   You Love Promiseland If…One kid is “it” in the middle of a circle with one less 
chair then people in your group.  This person says, “You love Promiseland if you…” and 
says something that’s true of him/herself (ex: “if you love music” ) Everyone else who 
shares that trait must get up and switch places.  Whoever is left without a seat is the 
next “it”.    
 
14.   Nutty Names – Everyone goes around the circle saying their name and a word that 
describes them that begins with the same letter (Ex: “Silly Sam”) 
 
15.  Who Am I? - On each kid’s back stick a post-it with the name of an animal.  Players 
then ask yes/no questions to each other to guess what kind of an animal they are. For 
example, ' Do I have fur?' 'No' etc.  
 
16. Two Lies and the Truth - Hand each player a pen and paper and have kids take 5 
minutes to write down three outrageous statements about themselves. One, and only 
one, is a lie; all others must be true. The other players must try to guess which statement 
is the lie. A great icebreaker!  For younger kids, shepherds can give the kids three 
statements about him/herself and the kids must guess which one is true.   
 
17.  Rhythm Games – Get the kids clapping a rhythm.  Go around the circle and have 
kids name things (like favorite foods, flavors of ice cream, etc…) without breaking the 
rhythm.  Fun! 
 
18.  I Spy – Shepherd says, “I spy something blue (for example)”.  Kids have to guess 
what it is, asking the shepherd yes or no questions.   
 
19.  Jokes/Riddles  
 
20.   Silly Songs 
	


