
 

 

SOUTH RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
SR STUDENTS CELL PHONE POLICY 

We are fortunate to live in a day and age where cell phones exist. Cell phones allow for an “ease” of 
communication, quick access to helpful information, and in certain ways, a level of safety that a 
decade ago was not as prevalent. With anything, however, a strength or benefit can also be a 
weakness or challenge. Over the years, it has become abundantly clear that cell phones, at certain 
times and in certain settings, are a distraction that competes with one of the core values in SR 
Students: relationships. Because we greatly value building relationships with our students, we 
need to be very intentional about the time we spend with them. Additionally, cell phone usage 
opens us up to some safety risks for your students that we are unwilling to take. For those reasons, 
we have adopted some policies regarding cell phone usage. As always, if you would like to meet in 
person to discuss this further, please feel free to do so. Our relationship with parents is essential to 
our commitment to partner holistically with parents.  

On Campus Events (Sunday Morning, The Ridge, X-Factor):  

Please encourage your students to turn their phones off and put them away during teaching and 
life group times, as it will enable them to pay attention and engage in what is going on. Leaders 
may ask them to put phones away during these times. Cell phones are permitted during game and 
snack times, and it is permissible to take pictures that celebrate the fun and friendships that exist 
as long as phone usage is kept to a minimum.  

Retreats:  

SR Students has a strict "No Cell Phone" policy for retreats. As a parent, please ensure that your 
student does not have their cell phone with them. To ensure this, we would ask that you take 
physical possession of their phone prior to them leaving for the retreat. If a student is found with a 
cell phone, a leader will take the phone away for the duration of the retreat and return it to the 
student’s parent once back at the church at the end of the retreat. * 

*Neither South Ridge or its leaders will be held responsible for a phone that is broken, lost, 
 or stolen. 

 
Without the distraction of a cell phone, your student will have an opportunity to disconnect from 
the distractions of everyday life, have an opportunity to connect with God, and enjoy what is going 
on at the retreat. Parents will always be provided with a list of leaders and their cell phone 
numbers, as well as the contact information of the retreat facility. If your student needs to call you 
for any reason, they will be able to use their leader’s phone. 


