
 

 

SOUTH RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
INFANT BAPTISM & CHILD DEDICATION 

Why do Some Churches Baptize Infants?  
Some churches or denominations see baptism as being parallel with the Old Testament practice of 
circumcision. God commanded those in the Old Testament to circumcise their male infants at 
eight days old. When the parents did this, it expressed their personal faith in God and 
demonstrated their commitment to raise and train their child within the community of faith. At a 
later time, it was understood that the infant who was baptized would need to personally express 
faith, trust, and obedience to God as they grew older.  
South Ridge appreciates and respects those who hold this position. There are some denominations 
who practice infant baptism with a clear understanding that when parents choose to baptize their 
infants they are committing to raise and train their child within the community of faith. The 
parents also understand that the child must later personally place their faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ as his/her Savior and Lord as they grow older.  
Of concern to South Ridge would be denominations who baptize infants with the sense that 
baptizing the infant somehow results in the automatic salvation of the infant. Rather than being 
seen as a commitment of the parents to raise and train the child in the community of faith, 
baptism is seen as a religious ritual that actually brings salvation to the individual and secures their 
eternal standing before God. South Ridge would be in disagreement with this position.  
Does South Ridge Baptize Infants?  
While appreciating the parallels between Old Testament circumcision and New Testament 
baptism and respecting those traditions which baptize infants as the parents’ expression to raise 
the child within the community of faith, South Ridge chooses not to baptize infants. The reason for 
this is that all specific examples of those baptized in the New Testament relate to those who have 
professed faith in Jesus Christ and were baptized after their expression of faith in Jesus Christ. 
While it is true that there are references to whole households being baptized, there is no clear 
reference that this included children. Specific examples of baptism in the New Testament refer to 
the baptism of those who chose to be baptized in obedience to Jesus Christ after they have 
personally expressed faith. There are no specific examples of a parent choosing to baptize their 
infant. Jesus himself was baptized as an adult and His baptism demonstrated His personal 
ownership of His relationship with His Father in heaven. Rather than infant baptism, South Ridge 
practices child dedication.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What is Child Dedication?  
Child dedication is an opportunity for parents to publically celebrate the gift of their children, 
entrust their children to God for His purposes, and commit themselves to honor God in parenting 
their children. Several times a year, on designated Sunday afternoons, South Ridge holds a Child 
Dedication Celebration. This is a time for parents and their child(ren) to come together with family 
members, friends, and relatives to celebrate, pray, encourage each other, and commit themselves 
to be the primary spiritual influencers of their child(ren). Child dedication is a beautiful gathering 
where parents invite the support of Jesus’ Community, as they dedicate themselves to God’s 
purposes, and fulfill their calling to love and guide their child(ren) toward a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  
There is some precedent for child dedication in the Bible. In 1 Samuel 1, a barren woman named 
Hannah promised to dedicate her child to God if He would give her a son. Luke 2 begins with Mary 
and Joseph dedicating Jesus at the Temple. While the practice of child dedication is not 
commanded in the Bible (like baptism or communion) there is a strong emphasis throughout 
Scripture on the responsibility of parents to pass on God’s truth to their children and to live it out. In 
this way, their child(ren) can see what it looks like to follow Jesus and, ultimately, place their faith in 
Him as Lord and Savior. Children are truly a gift from God and parents are entrusted by God to be 
stewards of shaping the character and faith of their children.(Deuteronomy 6: 6-9; 20-23; Acts 2:39; 
Ephesians 6:4).  

 
 


