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Carols of Christmas: O Holy Night  
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Matthew 1:18-23

1. A holy birth 

Matthew 1:18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Job 38:6-8 Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations? Tell me, if you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone – while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb? . . . . 
Matthew 1:18 This is how the birth of Jesus came about . . .
· The virgin birth is Matthew’s historical record, not a sentimental reflection 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, til he appeared and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope, the weary soul rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

· The virgin birth critiques all other solutions for our souls 
A thrill of hope, the weary soul rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
2. A holy cause
Truly he taught us to love one another; His law is love and His Gospel is peace. Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother And in His Name all oppression shall cease. 

Matthew 18:21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. 

· We have each violated God’s law of love. Every one of us participates in the cycle of oppression.  
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices. O night divine, O night when Christ was born!

· The sacrifice of Jesus, the virgin born Son of God,  on the cross is the only power in all of the world that conquers the cycle of oppression

