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I.
Let’s look closely at Matthew 28:18. 

 

 
A.
Some key questions:

 



1.
How much authority?

 



2.
How extensive? 

 



3.
When? 

 



B.
So, when it comes to v. 19, what’s the “therefore” there for?

 



C.
A big hint to that last question: the difference between

 




John 21:1-3 and Acts 1:11-4:37.

  
II.
Some Hints and Considerations (often missed):
 



1.
Matthew 12:22-29

 




Key Question: who is the “strong man”?  And who is the




“plunderer”? 

 



2.
Matthew 16:13-21

 




Key Question: what is expanding and what is “under attack”?

 



3.
And so I ask again: in Matthew 28:19, what is the “therefore”




there for? 

 

III.
One last set of clarifications and considerations: 



Keeping in mind last week’s message (on the parables of the 



Kingdom of Matthew 13); and also having in mind “Stephen’s vision” of Acts 7:55-

56 (which in turn has as its background Peter’s sermon of Acts 2:29-35), compare: 

 


             1 Corinthians 15:20-28          and 


Hebrews 2:8-10

 

Conclusion

 

This morning, we’ve tried to take a fresh, careful look at Jesus’ teaching regarding the nature, character and timing of His Kingdom, as clarified and expanded upon by New Testament theologians.  

 


What difference does what we have discovered make for our attitudes and mindset regarding our own “mission in life”?

 


What difference does it make for how we regard our own current circumstances right now?  

 


What difference does it make for how we prepare for the King’s return? 

 
