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October 21, 2007

Philippians 2:19-30


Introduction

Each week FootNotes will contain a Bible study with questions, followed by responses to the questions.  Go through the questions, answering them on your own.   Then use the RESPONSES portion for additional information and ideas to supplement your own answers.

If you have questions or comments about the study contact Dave Nace.

e-mail:  davenace@verizon.net    (type “FootNotes” as the subject)

or phone:  908-689-6125

12.  Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus were models of how a Christian should live, because they modeled their lives after the life of Christ.  What particular character trait, behavior or action on the part of any one of the three touched you?  In what way(s) could your life reflect that?
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Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Psalm 119:105





Anchor Study for October 21

Philippians 2:19-30
I.   Pray and ask God to speak to you through His word.   Read the following passage.  As you read underline any verse or phrase that makes an impression on you.

Philippians 2:19-30. 19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you.  20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare.  21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.  22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel.  23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me.  24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon. 
25 But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs.  26 For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill.  27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow.  28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety.  29 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him,  30 because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me.
II.   Now pick one of the verses you underlined and write a few sentences about why you marked it. 

Before doing III, pray and ask God to speak to you in a particular area as you work on the questions. 

III.   Questions about the passage.

1.  In v. 19, Paul talks about a reciprocal relationship with the Philippians when he eventually sends Timothy.   What is it that Paul anticipates will happen?  Why are reciprocal relationships with other believers so important?

2.  According to v. 20, what makes Timothy unique?   What are the implications of the word “genuine”?
3.  The “everyone” in v. 21 is a generalization.  Obviously there were others (e.g. Epaphroditus, Luke, Onesimus, etc.) that also put Christ first.   But the general, run-of-the-mill Christian looked out for his own interests first.  How true is that today?  In putting vs. 20 and 21 together, what is a very good indication that the interests of Jesus are put ahead of our own interests?

4.  According to v. 22, how has Timothy proved himself?  What is the significance of the word “with” near the end of v. 22?

12.  Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus were models of how a Christian should live, because they modeled their lives after the life of Christ.  What particular character trait, behavior or action on the part of any one of the three touched you?  In what way(s) could your life reflect that?

5.  In v. 24, the Greek word that is translated “confident” is a word that expresses a “settled conviction”.  In other words, Paul is completely certain that God is in control when he goes before Nero.  What does a complete confidence in God’s sovereignty do for a person?  What happens when we don’t believe God is in control?

6.  In v. 25, Paul uses three terms to describe his relationship with Epaphroditus.  Underline each of the terms.  What are the implications of each term?

7.  In the same verse, Paul talks about why Epaphroditus was sent by the Philippian church.  What did the church intend for Epaphroditus?

8.  In v. 28, it is easy to understand why the Philippians would be glad when they saw Epaphroditus, but why would Paul have less anxiety?

9.  Why does Paul add “in the Lord” to “welcome him” in v. 29?  What does he mean by “in the Lord” ?

10.  Paul takes great pains to tell the Philippians all that Epaphroditus has done, what an encouragement he has been to Paul, and to exhort them to welcome him back as a hero of the faith.  Why do you suppose Paul was so concerned that the Philippians have the proper perspective on Epaphroditus’ return to the church?

11.  In v. 30, the Greek word translated “risking” was a gambler’s term, and literally meant to “stake everything on the roll of the dice”.   In other words, Paul is saying that for the sake of the work of Christ, Epaphroditus gambled his life.  In the early church there was a group of men and women who called themselves “the gamblers” who risked their lives by ministering to those in prison, and to the sick, esp. those with contagious diseases.  When plagues swept a city, the pagans would run, even the most noteworthy doctors would flee the city.  It was the believers that would stay and minister to the sick, both among the church members and among the pagans.

What kind of impact do you suppose that had on the unbelievers?  Why would the believers be willing to “gamble with their lives”?  How do we tend to react today when there is a deadly, contagious disease going around.?

12.  Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus were models of how a Christian should live, because they modeled their lives after the life of Christ.  What particular character trait, behavior or action on the part of any one of the three touched you?  In what way(s) could your life reflect that?

RESPONSES

III.   Questions about the passage.

1.  In v. 19, Paul talks about a reciprocal relationship with the Philippians when he eventually sends Timothy.   What is it that Paul anticipates will happen?  Why are reciprocal relationships with other believers so important?


Paul anticipates that the Philippians will be encouraged when they hear what is happening with Paul, and Paul certainly expects to be encouraged when he hears what is happening in the church at Philippi.


Some people only want to be on the giving end in a relationship.  They want to talk about what they’ve accomplished.  They want to be the ones to give “the blessing”, to share their possessions.  But they aren’t willing to receive.  Either their pride, or a false sense of humility won’t allow others to minister to them.  They refuse to accept gifts from others, even if they have a need.  They aren’t interested in what is happening in the lives of others, they don’t think they need that encouragement.


There are also some who simply want to receive and not give.  They like people making a fuss over them.  They like to be on the receiving end of gifts, but they don’t want to share what they have with others.


For fellowship to function the way God intended, we must be willing to have a reciprocal relationship with other believers—both giving and receiving as the occasion permits.

2.  According to v. 20, what makes Timothy unique?   What are the implications of the word “genuine”?

He has a “genuine interest in the welfare of the Philippians.


There are some who put on a show of being interested in others but they really are doing it so people will speak well of them, so they’ll look good to others.  i.e. they have ulterior motives.  Timothy on the other hand had no other motive than to help the people and please Christ.
3.  The “everyone” in v. 21 is a generalization.  Obviously there were others (e.g. Epaphroditus, Luke, Onesimus, etc.) that also put Christ first.   But the general, run-of-the-mill Christian looked out for his own interests first.  How true is that today?  In putting vs. 20 and 21 together, what is a very good indication that the interests of Jesus are put ahead of our own interests?


It’s as true today, or more so than back then.  It seems that most things come before Jesus—jobs, games, homes, free time, children, etc.  


The implication is that Jesus’ interests are the welfare of other people, such as the Philippians.  How do we know we are putting Jesus first?  One way is by how concerned we are about the well-being of others.

4.  According to v. 22, how has Timothy proved himself?  What are the implications of that phrase?  What is the significance of the word “with” near the end of v. 22?


By his service with Paul as “a son with his father.”  


Timothy was willing to be subordinate to Paul in their relationship.  He was also willing to learn from Paul in order to follow in his footsteps.     


It’s interesting that Paul doesn’t say “Timothy served me”, but rather “served with me”.  He made Timothy a partner in the ministry, not a “lackey” for himself.  In other words, Timothy played an important role in Paul’s ministry and was not just used to be Paul’s “slave.”

5.  In v. 24, the Greek word that is translated “confident” is a word that expresses a “settled conviction”.  In other words, Paul is completely certain that God is in control when he goes before Nero.  What does a complete confidence in God’s sovereignty do for a person?  What happens when we don’t believe God is in control?


Knowing that an all powerful, all loving, all wise God is in control, allows one to face life with confidence in Him and accept whatever comes his way as part of God’s will for him.  


When we doubt that God is in control, or when we question His love and wisdom, then we are left to our own devices to solve the problem, get out of the situation, etc.  We will be filled with anger, fear, anxiety, because the outcome depends entirely upon ourselves and many things happen that we can’t control.  All we can do is worry.
6.  In v. 25, Paul uses three terms to describe his relationship with Epaphroditus.  Underline each of the terms.  What are the implications of each term?


“brother”—Paul sees Epaphroditus as a brother in Christ.  They are of the same stock, namely Jesus Christ.  They both serve Him and are brothers in the Spirit and in ministry.


“Fellow worker”—Paul and Epaphroditus are working together to spread the gospel.   Epaphroditus is not “sitting this one out”, but is involved in ministry whether in Philippi or in Rome.


“Fellow soldier”—Paul is using warfare terminology.  They have enemies, and Epaphroditus is fighting alongside Paul.  They are involved in a spiritual warfare, but also warfare with those who oppose the gospel.  Again, Epaphroditus is not sitting on the sidelines, but he is directly involved in the battle.

7.  In the same verse, Paul talks about why Epaphroditus was sent by the Philippian church.  What did the church intend for Epaphroditus?


Epaphroditus was on a mission from Philippi.  He was a messenger sent with a purpose.  That purpose was two-fold:  to let Paul know that the church was doing well and secondly, for Epaphroditus to minister to Paul’s needs.  He was to stay with Paul and do whatever he could to help Paul and to further the gospel in Rome.

8.  In v. 28, it is easy to understand why the Philippians would be glad when they saw Epaphroditus, but why would Paul have less anxiety?


He was worried about the Philippians worrying about Epaphroditus.  How would that affect their faith, their ministry?  They sent Epaphroditus believing that was God’s will.  Were they wrong since Epaphroditus got sick?  Why didn’t God heal him miraculously?  These questions and others could have had a negative impact on their faith.
9.  Why does Paul add “in the Lord” to “welcome him” in v. 29?  What does he mean by “in the Lord” ?


If we “welcome” people in our own likes or dislikes, in our own personality and persuasions, there will be times, perhaps many times, that we won’t be able to welcome them with joy.  Maybe we don’t like them, maybe they don’t do what we think they ought to be doing.  There are many problems that hinder our joy when we welcome people in ourselves.  


To “welcome them in the Lord” means that I look at them as Jesus looks at them.  I see what them as fellow “pilgrims”, as “brothers/sisters” who are on the same journey I am on, perhaps at a different stage, but still going the same direction.  I allow the Holy Spirit to give me His perspective on others, and so I can welcome them with joy, knowing Jesus is working in and using them too.

10.  Paul takes great pains to tell the Philippians all that Epaphroditus has done, what an encouragement he has been to Paul, and to exhort them to welcome him back as a hero of the faith.  Why do you suppose Paul was so concerned that the Philippians have the proper perspective on Epaphroditus’ return to the church?


He didn’t want them to think that Epaphroditus was a quitter, that he deserted Paul.  He wanted to make sure that no rumors would be started that had a negative reflection upon Epaphroditus’ character.  For example, Paul didn’t want people to accuse Epaphroditus of deserting his post, or of leaving Rome because of fear he would be punished for associating with Paul. (It was not unheard of for friends of a prisoner to be punished along with the prisoner.)  He wanted to quell all negative connotations about Epaphroditus’ return before they had a chance to start.
11.  In v. 30, the Greek word translated “risking” was a gambler’s term, and literally meant to “stake everything on the roll of the dice”.   In other words, Paul is saying that for the sake of the work of Christ, Epaphroditus gambled his life.  In the early church there was a group of men and women who called themselves “the gamblers” who risked their lives by ministering to those in prison, and to the sick, esp. those with contagious diseases.  When plagues swept a city, the pagans would run, even the most noteworthy doctors would flee the city.  It was the believers that would stay and minister to the sick, both among the church members and among the pagans.


What kind of impact do you suppose that had on the unbelievers?  Why would the believers be willing to “gamble with their lives”?  How do we tend to react today when there is a deadly, contagious disease going around.?


Many of the pagans came to Christ because of the willingness of the believers to minister to them, even to the point of contracting the disease and dying themselves.  But the believers had their eyes on what awaited them in Christ.  They were willing to die because they knew this life was not the end, that the best was yet to come.


The AIDS crisis is a good example.  How did you feel when you first started hearing about it?  What was your reaction when a child with AIDS was going to attend your children’s school?  What should our attitude be?  When are we serving Christ and when are we fool-hardy?  Is there a distinction between the two?

12.  Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus were models of how a Christian should live, because they modeled their lives after the life of Christ.  What particular character trait, behavior or action on the part of any one of the three touched you?  In what way(s) could your life reflect that?
