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October 14, 2007

Philippians 2:12-18


Introduction

Each week FootNotes will contain a Bible study with questions, followed by responses to the questions.  Go through the questions, answering them on your own.   Then use the RESPONSES portion for additional information and ideas to supplement your own answers.

If you have questions or comments about the study contact Dave Nace.

e-mail:  davenace@verizon.net    (type “FootNotes” as the subject)

or phone:  908-689-6125
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Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Psalm 119:105





Anchor Study for October 14, 2007

Philippians 2:12-18
I.   Pray and ask God to speak to you through His word.   Read the following passage.  As you read underline any verse or phrase that makes an impression on you.

Philippians 2:12-18. 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,  13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing,  15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe  16 as you hold out the word of life—in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.  17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.  18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

II.   Now pick one of the verses you underlined and write a few sentences about why you marked it. 

Before doing III, pray and ask God to speak to you in a particular area as you work on the questions. 

III.   Questions about the passage.

1.  In v. 12, Paul starts off by commending the Philippians’ obedience to that which he taught them.  What does the parenthetical comment indicate about the Philippians?

2.  In 2:12 Paul writes, “continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  When some people read this sentence they think Paul is saying that we have to work for our salvation.   According to what Paul is saying in vs. 12 and 13, how would you respond to that?

3.  Paul adds “with fear and trembling” at the end of v. 12.  What do you suppose he means by that expression?  Fear of whom or what?  How does this fit in with a loving God who freely provides salvation for us?

4.  In v. 13 the Greek word (energeo), translated “work”, describes work which achieves its purpose, where the outcome is guaranteed in the deed. (Motyer)   In light of this explanation what are the implications for us when Paul says “God who works in you”
5.  In order for something to be accomplished, a deed to be done, two things have to be operating.  These are implied in the last part of v. 13.  What are they?  What happens when only one is operating?

6.  What is Paul then saying about our “willing” and “acting” in v. 13? 

7.  What is Paul saying about my responsibility and God’s responsibility in my behavior as a believer?

NOTE:  Notice that Paul does not give a list of things that have to be obeyed in 14-16a, but rather describes what we are to be like.  He talks about the sort of people we are to be, rather than giveing us a set of rules to follow.  “He focuses attention not on social involvement, but on social contrast.”  (Motyer)

8.  According to v. 15, who are we?   How does who we are affect how we act?

9.  In v. 14, Paul says our lack of complaining and arguing (or “inward questioning”.  The implication of complaining and arguing/questioning is that both our actions and our attitudes towards others are involved.) leads to being blameless (in the eyes of others) and pure.  Complaining and arguing seem to be trademarks of the our culture.  Why is it so easy to get into the habit of complaining and arguing?   What happens when followers of Jesus start doing it?

10.  Notice also that Paul says that when we don’t complain and argue, others will consider us blameless and pure.  Why?


11.  What else does Paul say in the middle of this verse that should be an attribute of believers?

12.  What does Paul say will be the results of living as children of God?

13.  In v. 16, what are the implications of the phrase “as you”?  What does it mean to “hold out the word of life”?  (NOTE:  The Greek word can be translated “hold fast” and also “hold forth”.  Motyer says, “It is the message which both tells of life and also imparts the life of which it tells.)

ASSIGNMENT:  Try to go through one day without complaining, finding fault, or arguing.    Did you find that you complain, etc. far more than you realized?
RESPONSES

III.   Questions about the passage.

1.  In v. 12, Paul starts off by commending the Philippians’ obedience to that which he taught them.  What does the parenthetical comment indicate about the Philippians?


They behaved the same whether Paul was present or not.  That means they weren’t just people pleasers.  They lived in obedience to God and were concerned about pleasing Him.

2.  In 2:12 Paul writes, “continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  When some people read this sentence they think Paul is saying that we have to work for our salvation.   According to what Paul is saying in vs. 12 and 13, how would you respond to that?


We are to work out our salvation, not for our salvation.  This means our life should be one that gives evidence to the fact that we are saved.  In v. 13 he says that it’s God who is working in us.  If He is working in us after our salvation, why wouldn’t He be the One to provide for our salvation?

3.  Paul adds “with fear and trembling” at the end of v. 12.  What do you suppose he means by that expression?  Fear of whom or what?  How does this fit in with a loving God who freely provides salvation for us?


Fear and trembling could refer to the way he views our responsibility to live as children of God.  It is an “awesome” challenge for us.  It could also refer to his desire not to grieve the Holy Spirit (not to mention Jesus and God the Father).  It is with fear and trembling of causing them pain that he seeks to live a life worthy of the name “Christian.”

4.  In v. 13 the Greek word (energeo), translated “work”, describes work which achieves its purpose, where the outcome is guaranteed in the deed. (Motyer)   In light of this explanation what are the implications for us when Paul says “God who works in you”


God is active.  He is not sitting on the sidelines watching what will happen.  


God will achieve what He wants to achieve in us.  His work will be accomplished, simply because it is His work.  His work is effective.  

5.  In order for something to be accomplished, a deed to be done, two things have to be operating.  These are implied in the last part of v. 13.  What are they?  What happens when only one is operating?


To will and to act.


If we only will to do something, and don’t act, it never gets done.  This is one of the biggest reasons we fail to accomplish a task.  We want to lose weight, but we never start exercising.  We want to have a “quiet time”, but we never make the time. Etc., etc.


Without the will, we probably won’t act.  Sometimes we will be forced to do something against our will, but then we do it begrudgingly and half-heartedly.  Without the desire, the will, to do it, not much gets done.


When we both will and act, then things are accomplished.

6.  What is Paul then saying about our “willing” and “acting” in v. 13? 


It is God’s work in us—both the willing and the acting.  It’s not a matter of us mustering up the will, nor trying to find the strength to act.  Rather it is God who puts the desire, the will, into our hearts/minds, and He also provides the strength to act.

7.  What is Paul saying about my responsibility and God’s responsibility in my behavior as a believer?


I have the responsibility to live a life that reflects the Jesus whom I am following. I need to know what Jesus desires for me then I am to make the decisions, do the deeds that would please Him.  However, God does not leave me to my own devices to perform what He asks of me.  Rather, through the Holy Spirit He puts the desire in my heart/mind to obey Him and then He also gives me the power to do it.  That leaves me with no excuse for not doing that which pleases Him.  It is only unconcern to obey, self-centeredness in our agendas, or outright refusal to obey that keeps us from doing what He wants.  He gives the desire to do it, we need to allow that desire to blossom into action.  He gives us the strength to do it, by faith we need to use that strength in obeying Him.

NOTE:  Notice that Paul does not give a list of things that have to be obeyed in 14-16a, but rather describes what we are to be like.  He talks about the sort of people we are to be, rather than giveing us a set of rules to follow.  “He focuses attention not on social involvement, but on social contrast.”  (Motyer)

8.  According to v. 15, who are we?   How does who we are affect how we act?


We are children of God.  (In Gospel Transformation we say that because of what Christ has done we are now heirs, sons, loved, accepted, delighted in.)


We are to live according to who we are.  We are not doing things to make ourselves children of God, but rather we behave according to the fact that we already are children of God because of what Jesus did on the cross.  i.e. our actions flow from our identity, rather than our identity being formed by our actions.  

9.  In v. 14, Paul says our lack of complaining and arguing (or “inward questioning”.  The implication of complaining and arguing/questioning is that both our actions and our attitudes towards others are involved.) leads to being blameless (in the eyes of others) and pure.  Complaining and arguing seem to be trademarks of the our culture.  Why is it so easy to get into the habit of complaining and arguing?   What happens when followers of Jesus start doing it?


Complaining, faultfinding is an easy way of elevating ourselves.  In essence we are saying that we have the right to expect things to go our way.  We want to be happy and anything that doesn’t make me happy, I can complain about.  Arguing is a way of again elevating/justifying  ourselves.  We want to be right, we have to be right, and so we argue to convince others that we are right.  If we can get them to agree we come out on top.  If we can’t get them to agree, then it’s because they’re too obtuse to see the light, and so we still justify ourselves and commend ourselves for being both intelligent and right.  Questioning is a way of discrediting others.  We question their motives when they do something right.  We question their salvation, or at least their sincerity, when they do something wrong.  We are always questioning, expecting to find the worse, seeking something with which to find fault.


When as believers we behave the same way, people see no difference between us and the rest of society.  We justify ourselves, think things should go our way, question motives, argue when others don’t agree just the same as the next guy.

10.  Notice also that Paul says that when we don’t complain and argue, others will consider us blameless and pure.  Why?


We are different.  It’s difficult to find fault with people that don’t complain about what happens in their lives.  If a person doesn’t argue with you, it’s hard to condemn them.  

11.  What else does Paul say in the middle of this verse that should be an attribute of believers?


We are to be without fault or without blemish.  This is what God has intended for us who are chosen in Christ.  This is what His grace has already accomplished for us as He looks at us through what Jesus did on the cross.  He has declared us completely righteous.  Now we are to live out by faith what has already been declared.  We don’t need to struggle to make ourselves righteous.  We already are.  We need to live what we are.

12.  What does Paul say will be the results of living as children of God?


We will shine out of the darkness of a “crooked and depraved” society.  We will be points of light that people can see.  We will be beacons attracting others to the God whom we serve.  It will give us the opportunity to share the “word of life” with them.  Who would have thought so much could be accomplished by so simple a thing as not complaining or arguing, by living according to who we are.

13.  In v. 16, what are the implications of the phrase “as you”?  What does it mean to “hold out the word of life”?  (NOTE:  The Greek word can be translated “hold fast” and also “hold forth”.  Motyer says, “It is the message which both tells of life and also imparts the life of which it tells.)


“As you” implies that we are to hold out the word while we go through our daily lives.  As we shine like stars we are to be offering the word.  As we live our daily lives without complaining or arguing, i.e. living as children of God, we should be offering the opportunity to others to become children of God



As we “hold fast” to the Word we live by faith in what God has already done in our lives through Christ.  It enables us to live as His children in a world that is opposed to Him.   But we also need to “hold forth” and share with others that we are the way we are, not because we are good people, esp. not because we are better than them, but because of what Christ has done, and what He has done is available to them also.  Motyer says, “…We are an uninterpreted parable if we do not speak about Christ.”

