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September 16, 2007

Philippians 1:1-7


Introduction

Each week FootNotes will contain a Bible study with questions, followed by responses to the questions.  Go through the questions, answering them on your own.   Then use the RESPONSES portion for additional information and ideas to supplement your own answers.

If you have questions or comments about the study contact Dave Nace.

e-mail:  davenace@verizon.net    (type “FootNotes” as the subject)

or phone:  908-689-6125
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Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Psalm 119:105





Anchor Study for September 16

Philippians 1:1-7
I.   Pray and ask God to speak to you through His word.   Read the following passage.  As you read underline any verse or phrase that makes an impression on you.

Philippians 1:1-7.
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,  To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:  

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

3 I thank my God every time I remember you.  4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy  5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.

II.   Now pick one of the verses you underlined and write a few sentences about why you marked it. 

III.   Definitions and Explanations:

To understand the beginning of Paul’s ministry and relationship with the Philippians, read Acts 16:6-40.

Background:  Philippi was named after Philip of Macedonia, Alexander the Great’s father.  It was a strategic city on the travel routes from Asia to Europe.  It was also the scene of the battle where Octavius (later called Caesar Augustus) and Antony defeated the forces of Brutus and Cassius.   The city was a “Roman colony”.  In other words, many of those who settled there were retired Roman legionaires, and thus being designated a “colony” the Roman citizens had the same rights and privileges as if they lived in Rome itself.  

Paul is writing this letter to the Philippians from prison, most likely in Rome. (although some think it was Caesarea Philippi.)  It is a letter of encouragement, of thanks for their monetary support, of letting them know the situation with Epaphroditus, and for pleading unity among themselves.

.  

v. 1—saints:  holy ones, ones set apart for God.  It was a term given to any believer because of their special relationship to God through Jesus.  i.e. Every believer is a saint.

v. 1—overseers and deacons:  the leadership of the church.

Before doing IV, pray and ask God to speak to you in a particular area as you work on the questions. 

IV.   Questions about the passage.

1.  Compare how Paul identifies himself in v. 1 with how he identifies himself in his other letters from Romans through Colossians.   Why do you suppose there is a difference?  What does the word “apostle” imply to his hearers?  What about the word “servant”?

2.  Paul starts all his letters with the expression “grace and peace”.  What are the implications of this greeting?

3.  Is there any person or group of people that you can honestly say what Paul says in verse 3?  What do we often remember about other people?   Why is it that it is easier to remember the negative things rather than the positive?   What does Paul’s statement say about his relationship with the Philippians?

4.  In vs. 4-5, why does Paul always pray with joy for the Philippians?  Why was the reason so important to Paul?   In what ways do you suppose they were in partnership with Paul?  (cf.  1:19, 1:27 and  4:15.)  What can we learn from that?

5.  What is the basis of Paul’s confidence in v. 6?

6.  Who is the “he” in v. 6?  What does Paul expect to happen with the Philippian believers?  Why?

NOTE:  The Greek words Paul uses for “began” and “completion” are terms the Greeks used for the beginning and the end of a sacrificial offering.  In essence Paul is saying here what he said in Romans 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.”   So Paul by stating his confidence in God’s work in the lives of the Philippians is at the same time calling them to offer themselves as holy sacrifices by living for God.  (Barclay)

7.  In v. 7, Paul gives two reasons why he feels so strongly towards the Philippians.  What are they?   What does this also show us about Paul’s relationship with the Philippians?

8.  According to v. 6, Paul’s confidence is based upon God’s work and will in the lives of the Philippian believers.  Yet at the same time he sandwiches this statement between statements about their behavior/works—partnership in the gospel, sharing God’s grace, defending the gospel, etc.   What is the relationship between our behavior/works and the assurance of our salvation?  i.e.  What are the reasons or purpose of our “good” behavior and works?

RESPONSES
IV.   Questions about the passage.

1.  Compare how Paul identifies himself in v. 1 with how he identifies himself in his other letters from Romans through Colossians.   Why do you suppose there is a difference?  What does the word “apostle” imply to his hearers?  What about the word “servant”?


In the other letters he refers to himself as an apostle, the sent one.  In the others he was establishing his authority to teach doctrine or provide correction.  He used the word servant with the Philippians because of the closeness of their relationship.  He was a fellow-servant with them in the gospel.  
2.  Paul starts all his letters with the expression “grace and peace”.  What are the implications of this greeting?


Grace refers to God’s unmerited favor.  The goodness and love of God touching them because of what Jesus did on the cross.  Grace defines the basis of the believer’s relationship with God.  

Peace is that inner assurance that the God who loves them is also the sovereign God of the universe who is omnipotent and is able to accomplish His will in their lives.  It is this sense of the loving control of God that enabled the believers in the early church to tranquilly face martyrdom. 

3.  Is there any person or group of people that you can honestly say what Paul says in verse 3?  What do we often remember about other people?   Why is it that it is easier to remember the negative things rather than the positive?   What does Paul’s statement say about his relationship with the Philippians?


We usually remember the negative things about other people.  Part of it is force of habit.  We have become used to defending ourselves and often see ourselves as victims, so that’s reflected in what we remember about others.   Of course some people have been so rotten to us that it’s difficult to remember anything good, but other times we tend to focus on the one bad thing rather than the ten good things about a person or group.


Paul has good memories about his time with them and the way they have worked with him since the beginning.  There were probably some negative things along the way, but Paul remembers the good things and delights in what he sees God doing in their lives.

4.  In vs. 4-5, why does Paul always pray with joy for the Philippians?  Why was the reason so important to Paul?   In what ways do you suppose they were in partnership with Paul?  (cf.  1:19, 1:27 and  4:15.)  What can we learn from that?


Because of their partnership in the gospel. 

The preaching of the gospel was Paul’s calling—it was his life’s work.  


They were partners by preaching the gospel in Philippi, by praying for Paul and the furtherance of the gospel, and also by providing finances for Paul’s ministry.   These are three things that we can be doing here at South Ridge for our missionaries.

5.  What is the basis of Paul’s confidence in v. 6?


God’s faithfulness and the fact that He started working in the Philippians.
6.  Who is the “he” in v. 6?  What does Paul expect to happen with the Philippian believers?  Why?


The “he” is God.  


He expects that what God started, He will finish. He expects them to grow and mature in Christ because of the work of Jesus in them, i.e. the work of the Holy Spirit.   The basis of this expectation is the faithfulness of God and the desire of the Philippians to serve Him and be used by Him.  

NOTE:  The Greek words Paul uses for “began” and “completion” are terms the Greeks used for the beginning and the end of a sacrificial offering.  In essence Paul is saying here what he said in Romans 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.”   So Paul by stating his confidence in God’s work in the lives of the Philippians is at the same time calling them to offer themselves as holy sacrifices by living for God.  (Barclay)

7.  In v. 7, Paul gives two reasons why he feels so strongly towards the Philippians.  What are they?   What does this also show us about Paul’s relationship with the Philippians?


He has them in his heart, i.e. he has strong positive feelings about them and is emotionally attached to them.  But in addition, they are in the same relationship with God as he is.  They are partakers of God’s grace along with Paul and are living accordingly.  They understand what it means to experience God’s grace, to live by His grace, and to share His grace with others.

8.  According to v. 6, Paul’s confidence is based upon God’s work and will in the lives of the Philippian believers.  Yet at the same time he sandwiches this statement between statements about their behavior/works—partnership in the gospel, sharing God’s grace, defending the gospel, etc.   What is the relationship between our behavior/works and the assurance of our salvation?  i.e.  What are the reasons or purpose of our “good” behavior and works?


Salvation is God’s work in us because of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  He is the One who begins it and completes it.  Previously we were “dead in our sins” as Paul says in Romans, now we are “alive unto Christ”.   The behavior/works that we now show flow out of the new life we have in Christ.  We have been changed, and that change manifests itself outwardly.  Not that we are perfect, but we are changed, and there is some evidence of that in our lives.  “In the work of salvation God builds into us new abilities—abilities to obey, abilities to achieve those good works which He has prepared for us to do.  It is not, therefore, that the Philippians’ works or ours replace the work of God as though it was not necessary, or supplement it as though it was not sufficient; they are rather the evidence that the work of grace has been done.”  (Motyer)

